FAIRLAW

From the Flats to the Heig

The Fairlawn Community's boundary starts at the eastern end of the Sousa Bridge
on Pennsylvania Avenue, S.E. It continues to 25th Street, then uphill and
southbound on 25th Street to Naylor Road. At Naylor Road, the boundary
continues uphill and south, past the Skyland Shopping Center to Good Hope Road
S.E. The boundary then turns west on Good Hope Road and continues all the way
downhill to Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue at the base of the 11th Street Bridge.




TheColoniaPeriod

What we ow refer to as
Fairlawn historically wagpart ofthe
Nacochtank Native American
settlement. Along the banks of the
Anacostia River European explorers
like John Smith interacted with the
Native Americars and observed the
rich and fertile land which wdater
used for producing cropbhat were g ol en QAR
traded around the worl®y the mid k{35 T80/ R T e ;
1600s, tobacco plantations were 1888U.S. Coast & Geodetic Survey Topographical M
established in colonial Maryland

early developmeraf tobacco plantations, tlggowing importation of slaves and with the help of largely
German tenant farmers and sharecroppers, increasing amounts of tobacco were shipped down the

Potomac River and off to European markets. Many wharfs were built ainteislong the banks of the
Eastern Branch, which was then a deep body of water where large vessels were able to navigate as
inland as Bladensburg. But by the early 1800s a failed canal system intended to connect the Anacos
Potomac rivers dashede hopes of many Eastern Branch farmers for a very prosperous future.

Over the ensuing years tobacco cultivation exhausted the soil and land erosion washed silt fra
the hills into the river. The Anacostia River eventually became too shallow to atteastgming
commercial vessels, and it became a kind of barrier separating the Anacostia village from the econo
life of the rest of the developing city. By the early 1800s the descendants of Eastern Branch landhold
like Colonel John Addison, Notley Yimg, and George Thompson still owned massive plantations and,
living in their manor homes, had adopted the lifestyle of the landed aristocracy

Little by little, however, these families sold their land and slaves to others who sought to make
their fortunesalong the Anacostia River. As the century progresbedespeculatorsliscardedheir
expectatiorthat the city would expand across the Anacostia Ri/eeybegan to sell theimassive
holdings subdividng their trackdgnto smaller plantations and fas of 200 to 500 acres
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The Countryside is Urbanized

In the late 180QgFairlawn was a suburb of spacious estates and gardens owned exclusively by whites
andmostly of German descent. Plat maps from 1894 name most of the large property owners, severds of
whomwerewell-known business peopieArthur Christie, Henry A. Linger, Hosmer Parsons, John C.
Garden, Henry A. Griswald, Charles Hayes, Henrietta Smith, James White, Adolphus Gude, and Chrstian
Ruppert, to name a few.

AFaidawn was the name of L
Dr.Ar t hur (CéiateAs t i
described inthe Washington Posit
stretched roughly from Harrison
Road (Good Hope Road) and the
Anacostia River to 16th Street.
Christie, whose fortune was based
upon real estate, was known to be
one of the wealthiest propgrt
owners in the Anacostia area. He | -
threw Afancyo di®
estate was described as having
Aprettyo tennis

Wealthy landowner, =l |
Adolphus Gude, waa florist in e
business with his brother. Some sa | WP ity
Gudewas responsible for naming IT i ; b AN S - 3]
the aredFairLawn Gude 6 s Fairlawn, 1903 G.M. Baist Real Estate Atlabrary of Congress
estate, Gudemont, was adjacent to
the German Orphan Asyluom Good Hope RoadEstablished in 1879 on 32 acres of latiet German
Orphan Asylunwaslocated approximately where tMarbury Plaza Apartment complex is todahe
orphanagevas supported by the federal government and-wwedlo Washingtonians of German descent,
including Adolph Cluss, prominent architect and designer of Eastern MHrgetved white youth
between the ages of 3 and 11.

Upon his death in 1891, wealthy busisman Christian Ruppert left $5,600 to thphanasylum
for the erection of a home for the elderlywasto be named the Christian and Eleanora Ruppert Home
for the Aged and InfrmThe homevas bui lt in 1902 on f otudlyac r e C
the center of todayobés FaBot awinn £tsittad teisoms <QRegda

Another family of florists who were Scottish, John and Alexander Gardenalgriarge land
holdersin Fairlawn Their property stretched frodaylor Road, between the Christie property to
Minnesota Avenudn 1903, Henry, Charles and Edward Linger each resided on property they owned
between 17th and 19th Streatsngwhat is nownGood Hope Road he Linger family had been owners
in the Fairlawrcommunitysinceat least 1878. Thewealthcame from manufacturing mattresses.

Fairlawn had only a few roadways in the late 19th century, indicative of its rural character. Amfing
these were Burnt Bridge Road, Naylor Road, S Street, T Street, 16th Bitbebtreet, Harrison Street

(Good Hope Road), and Anacosfimenue(Minnesota Avenue The area that is considered Fairlawn

today incorporates a portion of Twining City, which had been subdivided by TB8&treets ofhis
neighborhoodncludedi ProutStreet Carroll Street (later 22nd Street), Nicholson Avenue, and
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Pennsylvania Avenu@here was only N "l
one major church in Fairlawn during '
this time, theGarden Memorial

Presbyterian Church at 178treet and
MinnesotaAvenue, built in 1892

On July 2, 1911aWashington
Postar ticle announc
Il nto Lots. o0 Over
Christie property wresold to Oscar C.
Brothers Jr. whocarved the estate into
building lots Brothers was the nephew
of Arthur Randlethe developer of
Congress Heights. The article reporteu
that trees and shrubs of the old country residence had been removed, and hundreds of new brick ro
homes were being buillwo weeksater,on July 14h anadvertisement in th&/ashington Post
summonedb00 medto buy homes at the newly subdivided Christie property. These new Fairlawn
homes were projected to provide an economic stimulus to the as yet sparsely developed Anacostia.

Garden Memorial Presbyterian Church, August 6, 194%ymer
Collection,The Historical Society of Washington, DC
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FAIRLAWN CUT INTO LOTS

Christie Property in Anacostia to
Be Opened July 4.

Land Botween Eastern Branch and
Good Hope Road Has Been Pro-
pared for Sale

Announcement was made yesterday that
Fairlawn, the famous old Christie prop-
orty In Anacostia, which has been divid-
od Into bullding lots, will be opened July
4, and the Jots will be placed on the mar-
ket., The appearance of the old estate

| nas boen compiotely ohangod sinoe it was
l bought by Oscar C. Brothers, jr.. n few

LTS FOR SALE

il \1L‘~: u ﬂ.'\"rl-‘
tn pay for their hames in

FAIRLAWN

with the mones they
rent. The beauriful ald
CHRIRTIE PROFERT\

ir row subdividel, and i3 plared on the
matket

¥zt mirear par =ervica
minuies, I'njon Sation
ter Marke: 117 minntes). Resfdential
1~e. ¥arraardinarvily casy terms. §£190,
cerh and §2 a week.

OSCAR C. BROTHERS, jJR,

OWXER,
Hartisenn s,  Telephnne Line.

are now payxing for

to Capitol (13
(17 minutes)r, Cen-

1034

——

2811,

| Werks ago.

The Washington Postuly 2, 1911.

Advertisement inTheWashington PostJuly 14, 1911

The Fairlawn of the 130s was an allvhite, economically prosperous afairly selfsufficient
neighborhoodBy 1950, &cording tathe Washington Postairlawn Avenue was lined with modernized
high voltage electric light poles which gafi@utdoor luminosity to the communityBy then, additional
roadways and streets had been formed such as: Young Street, R Street, 18th Street, 19th Street, 20
Street, 21st Street, 22nd Street, and Ridge Place. Also, streetcars and Capital Transit public buses wWe
the major forms of public tresportation.
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The Flats

Anacostia Parkformerly
known asFairlawn Parkwas
composed pri maAi | s
1919Washington Podrticleasserts |
thattheriver parkfi f | e@amesabout
afterthe Army Cor of Engineers
deependthe Anacostia Riverral
raied the adjacent laray an average
of four feet to buildcover for thewater
pipes and channels tmmes and
businesses east of the riveocal
officials and the Corps believed the
wetland flats othe Anacostia River Flats andSwimming Pool at Anacia Park, August 6, 1943\ymer
hosted disease and waste amat it Collection, The Historical Society of Washington, DC
would be better to dredge the
contaminated materiaind create new park space for the District.

James ManionJr, who grew up in Fairlawn durinhe 1910s and 50srecalls the name
AFair |l awn theparkagdthefflatsi @ doawér portion @ northeramost part of FairlawnGerald
Upright, who attended schools in the area during the 1950s and&fisjbedhe flatsas the park and the
two to three blockfrom the parkoverto Minnesota Avenue

Maniorbs f at her t ol d h iomReslskispieng atthé patk mée aas h i
where the swimming pool is now located. Wenton to explaintat Fairlawn ParkhadtheNo. 11 Police
Boys Club,agolf courseandbaseball diamorslincluding what was then the best, if not one of the best,
baseball diamonds in the city. He also recallecctab apple tregesvhosefruit he and his friends mostly
used as projectiles. Howevéiary Anne Upright another former residentptedthe flowers of the trees
werethe inspiration for an annual Crab plp Blossom Festivadndfatherwould drive the carcarrying
the Grand Marshal of the paratiteough the park on Anacostia Drive

Theflats were also the scenesafmeless pleasant memorida. May 1932,amidst the Great
Depressionapproximately 20,00@plessblack and white veterans and their familkikesscended on
Washington hoping to persuade Congregsaygthemtheir promisedwWorld War | bonuses some 14 years
early. Self titledBonus Expeditionary Fordaut popularly known as thBonus Marchesor Bonus Army
set upseveral camps on Capitol Hihowever, heir primary campwvason the flatsof Anacostia Park.
iCamp Maitwas calledhoused almost 15,000 men, women, and children. The camp, located
betweerthe Sousa and 1th Street Bridgg becane a small shanty towaf small shacks and hovels
createdrom tentsand materials salvaged from a nearby duSgmecampersslept in cardboard boxes
metal barrelspr onmats or the muddy ground. The camp had stremisicand daily marches or parades
In Camp Marks, black and white veterans coexisted in unity. The men ate together, sang together, afio
rallied together despite Jim Crow lavihey everperformedvVaudevilletype showsfor their morale and
theaudience®ften includedhearby neighborhoodsurious about the life of the veterandla camp

In July 1932 after Congresdailed topass legisiaon to compensate the veteraRsesident
HerbertHooverordered thereteransevicted fromtheir sites on Capitol HillA brigade of six hundred
specidly trained troopded by then Army Chief of Staff Douglas MacArthmuged the Bonus Marchers
from sites along Pennsylvania Avenue. Thethe surprise of eye withesses, the brigaaiesed to

regroup beforehargng on Camp Markdaunching tear gas gnades and setting fire to thampuntil
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theBonus Marchersetreatedcand
dispersedin the end, dur people
were reportediead, 54 injured,
and 135 arrested

While theefforts of these
veterandailed, this and other
events led Congress to override §
Presdent Theodor&oosevel s
veto in 1936 to give WWI
veterans theipromisedbonus 10
years earlyJust eight yearster,
thegeneraldisapproval of the
treatmenbf veteransvould
contribute to the passage of the
Gl Bill of Rightsin 1944 which
thereafte provided support for
veterans of wars

Theodor Horydczak Collection, Prints and Photographs Division, Libral
of Congress

Another noteworthy evenhat perhaps heralded future ra¢@isionsoccurred on the flatsiiJune
1949,whenreportedlyabout50 local black children attempted to enter the previousiwhile Anacostia
swimming pool. The manageesponded by closiniipe poolan hour after it had opene@iwo days later a
group ofallegedly30 black
youthswent to the Anacostia :
pool. A fight beganin the shower
roromandone bl ack b
was broken and anoér youth of
unspecified race received a cut  TEE
over hiseye. After the U.S. Park e =
Police arrived and broke up the
fight, the black youngsters left the
pool. Department of the Interior
SecretaryuliusKrug ordered the
pool dosed until further notice.

T_h_e POd’_WaS reopened to all Anacostia Park Pool Demonstrators, Star Collection, DC Public Libran
citizens in 1950. © Washington Post
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Six years later, on October
5, 1954, white Anacostia High
School students held an organized
march through the streets of
Fairlawn, protesting the
integration of DC public schools.
A Washington Posrticle titled
fintegration Protested by Some
Pupil sdo noted t
the nearby alivhite Kramer
Junior High School climbed
schoolfences at recess to join the
high school marcher3.he
demonstration continuet the Anacostia SHS Demonstrators at Prayer, Star Collection, DC Public Libi
AnacostiaParkflats until police © Washington Post
arrived onhorseback to control
the protesters.

]

Homes, Schools and Commerce

While the sondi Ho me S w e was allehgedrie aveeenpartially composed o@eorge
WashingtonTalburt @meperty just south of the Navy Yard ¢(hiStreet) Bridge, homes in Fairlawnvea
been a source of pride and respite for many owners over the years. In spite of the early sparsely devj§jlope
setting, Fairlawn quickly became densely populated. Homes surviving today were built from 1894 int(
the 1940sthe majority built between 1910 @&ri930.

There are many home designgm
in Fairlawn, from single detached to
triplex and multiunit apartment
buildings, e of he most commonly
used architestwas the prolific
George T. Santmeyers whose work i
the 1920s is evident in the 1300

through1600blocks of Ridge Place

and S Street among other locations i [ 7

Fairlawn. / Z |
1300 Block of Ridge PlacBE, George T. Santmeyers, archit¢@oogle
Maps)
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Ironically, in this altwhite
enclavewas f ound t he
most productive African American
architect, Lewis W. Giles, Sr. His
1930s designs are throughout
Fairlawn, lut concentratedn the
1400 block of 18th Place, and the
1600 block of Minnesota Avenue.

Harvey Baxter was the
architect for the subdivision called
Fairlawn Village Constructed
between1938and 1940,asone of the
largest FHAInsured low cost single
family housing projects in the
Washington area. These homes are
found mostly along Good Hope, S,
U, 18th and 19th Streets in the 1800
1900 and 2000 blocks.

Fairl awnds f i
was Benjamin G. Orr Elementary
School. Named after the fourth yaa
of Washington, DC and built for
white students in 1902, it was locate:
on Prout Street, at the corner of 22nc
Street. It was later demolished and
replaced. The new Orr, erected in
1974 to accommodate the increased
student population, wanstructed
atthe corner of 22nd and Minnesota
Avenue.

o SV R ke

1400 block of18" Place, SE, Lewis Giles, archite€boogle Maps)

Old Orr School (DC Historic Preservation Office)
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In 1935, Anacostia Senior Highg s :
School became the second public |
school in Fairlawn and the first public 3=
high school east of the riveBuilt at N
1601 16th StreefAnacostia Senior
High School with 247,000 sque feet,
provided new public education
opportunitiedo its whiteonly student
body In 1953, just two years before
integration, Anacostia High School
madenational news for being the first
public high school to havafnight-
longo prom There were, of cage,
parentaknd facultychaperones. The
prom lasted until midnight, which was
rareat the time The students ended the
night at the Anacostia Theatre on Goo
Hope Road. The eveptoved
successful and began a new trémd
high school proms.

Ivy covered Anacostia Senior High School, August 6, 1949,
Wymer Colledbn, The Historical Society of Washington, DC

Kramer Juror Highlocatedat
1700 Q Streetwas built in 1943or
grades Through9 andlike Anacostia
Senior High Schoalas exclusively
white. Kramerwas named after an

influential assistansuperntendent of ‘ » ——

DC public schoolsStephen E. Kramer
He spearheaded@ogramfor junior
high <hool boys thaincorporated

AnacostiaTheate, August6, 1949, Wymer Collection;The Historical
Society of Washington, DC

boys formilitary drafts.

Despitedemonstratedesentment, January 7, 1955 marked the beginnitigeadesegregation of
Anacostia High School aeeWashington Post er al d e d, Al nt egration
Five years later, in 196@ wasreportedthat Kramer Junior High Schoavas15% over capacity. In 1964,
Kramer submitted a requesttransfersome students to other, less crowded junior high schools. By 19
like Fairlawn,Orr, AnacostiaandKramerschoolswereall majority black schools.

In 1920, Good Hope Roaslas lined withimom and pops hops. Ther e waed, A
Sam Fram i eQod, 9.H. MillerBarber, Frank CampbeaHardware, and Pumphrey and M3t
Drinks, along with warehouses and other small shbpsSanitary Grocery Company stood alone as a
large commercial business retailertbe Good Hope Roadorridorat thetime.

However, by 1950, Good HopeRdwas booming with businesses. Taveans restaurantge
The Shantythe Green Derbyand Little Taverrwere at thdoot of thellth Street Bridgevhere
according to local residentsiilitary personnefrom theAnacostia Naval Air Station and the Washington
Navy Yard would mingle. At the 1100 block of Good HopmafRbusinesses likeReoples Drug Stor¢he
AnacostiaPost Office the Anacostia LunchRestaurant, Pyles J. Raymo@docery, andhe Family
Barber Shopwere among manytherbusinessesrhe 1200 blockoused~.W. Woolworth Ourisman
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Mandell ChevroletKeystone
Restaurant, Paramat Shoes
Thompson BrotherBurniture,John
Tribleb Appliance & Service

SarahM€avett 6s Bea
nearly twenty other lginesses.

H o w a rCldahess and
Launderers, Safewapistrict
Home and Auto Supply Stores,
Acme Market, and the Fairlawn
Theatre were located in the next
block along with @ost of supply

companiestheoffices of a Good Hope Road west of Nichols Avenue (Martin Luther King, Jr. Avey, I

lawyer, d(_)Ctor’ and dentjsind 4, 1952 Wymer Collection;TheHistorical Society of Washington, DC
shoerepair shopsin the 1500

block of Good Hope &ad were the Anacostia Public Libratpie CharleBerry Ice Cream Shop, andN
Burch & Song-lorists. Established in 1904hé Columbian Iron Worksat 1402- 22nd Streetwasa major
business in the Fairlawrommunity According to local residentg,wasknownthroughout the cityor
making decorativernamentairon stairs porchesgatesandfences

Gerald and Mary Anne Uprightemembeshopping athe DGS (District Grocery Stores, a
largely Jewiskownedchain ofcooperative grocer®n Minnesota Avenya nd at Kageabs M

Prout Street. Theglsorecallviewing movies all dayatthe Anacostia Theatfer 60 centsManion, as
well as long term Fairlawn residedanice LarseiTyre, recall theHi-Ho Restairantthat featured aoda
fountainand tecreamthatwas verypopularamongst the kids. It was located Good HopeRoadright
across from Minnesotavenue

By 197Q along with the white exoduthjere was &hange in the mix of business Many more
vacanciesexistedalong the Good Hope Roadommercialstrip.
The new mix of businesses included the Washington Technical
Institute, theAnacostia Citizens & Merchants Ndofit,
Anacostia Center for Medical Servic&sW. Woolworth, a self
servicelaundr, a Sunoco gas station, and several other-agiated
businesses. This era also ushered in the proliferation of social
service agencies such as an office ofldh€. Department of Public
Welfare and &J.S. Army Recruiting Station

Angela Simpson, a resideotk Fairlawnsince the mie
1960s fondly remembershaton 14th Streetn the old Grrol
Laundry building there wad.inensof the Weelkwhere as a child
she would buy snacksom the vending machirseHowever, the
idyllic memories ofSimpsonMary Brown and other residents are
marredby their recall othe crack cocainepidemic thaswept
throughFairlawnin the 1980s The scourgérasticallyimpaced
the fabric of the communityt was the ensuing open air drug Carroll Laundry Smokestack, DC Offic
sales, robberies, burglaries and prastin that led to the of Historic Preservation
formation of the Fairlawn Coalitigralso known as th@range
Hats Neighbos became engaged a@ivilian patrols andtoodwat ch on cert ain 6hdt
and blockdo protect their treasured homes, streets, and community
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Because We Live Here:
Origins ofite Fairlawn Citizens Association

While he is not a member of the Fairlawn Citizens Association, it is not unusual to see Stephe
Tweedy or any of his neighbotisroughout the community ne8rStreebr Ridge Placeweepirg the

sidewalk or alleyTweedy rememberea neighborhood youtbnceasking himwhy hewasswesping the
street Tweedy stoppedooked at the child ancepeatd what his father had once said to hiilBecause
we |ive here, Hhatobés why we sweep.

In the latte part of 1966, a few residents frahe area of 1 Street and Ridge Pladermed a
Beautification Block Club, to work together at keeping their street cleanabéautifying the
community According to Ora Glover, who compiled a brief history of tresdciation for the program
bulletin of its First Community Luncheon, the founding members of the association were: Margaret
Darden, Helen Desperate, James Desperate, Frances Jackson, Juanita Jefferson, William Lauray, Bjoker
Tolbert, Clois Tolbert, and Wiam Willis. Their first meeting was held in the homeWilliam Willis on
Ridge PlaceFrances Jackson was elected the first president and she served from 1966 to 1971. In 1§59
the Beautification Club members tried to join the existagrlawnCivic Assaiation but they were not
welcomed. As more Fairlawesidents, mostly black and relatively new to the go#aed the
Beautification Club, its members decided to rename themselves the FalitxemsAssociation(FCA).
After several meetings in diffemé homes, the membership increased so rapidly that it became necessagy
to hold the meetings at a larger locatibiBethlehem Evangelical
LutheranChurchat 1600 T Street.

Later n 1969 the meetings were moved to the Anacostia
Neighborhood.ibrary but dueo the early closing of the library FAIRLAWN
the meeting location was changed to the Garden Memorial A ks
Presbyterian Church at 1720 Minnesota Avenue. Rosa Hart wa: ***.
elected the Associationds se
from 1971 to 1976. In 197%he FCA was incorporated as a non
profit organizationand in 1980it joined the D.C. Federation of
Civic Associations, Incand held its First Community Luncheon a:

a fundraiserOther members of theommunity who have served as AWN
president of th&CA are Ernest Brling, Carol Burnett, Edward
Stewart, Thelma Jones, James Davis, Calvin Gurley, Joseph C

and Diane Fleming

Through its meetings, newsletter and webslie HCA
seeks to keep the residents of Fairlawn informezbaimunity
events andctivities as well ascity activitiesthat affect themAt
each meeting, lawmakers dadservice providersraguest
speakers to enlighten the communityldao respond to concerns. Fajrlawn Citizens Associatiomc.
Law enforcement officialsnay alscattend the meetings to
discuss dme reduction ang@reventionEach monththe Fairlawn Informemewsletter igublished and
delivered to residents via their Block Captains and other delivery pesmisastudents earng
community service hour3.he newsletter featusehe speaker for the upcoming rtieg, announcements,
news from the neighborhood and other useful informafitie names of new and renewing memp#rs
mont hés bi rt hdvalwisteseahdeekpressions ef sympgatage also reportedn the early
1990s,Patricia Jonesreatedhe currenCA newsletterand n 1995 shereceived on behalf of FCA, the
Washington Postward for Outstanding Community Newslettesm the DC Federation of Civic
Associations.
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Every year FCA eithersponsor®r co
sponsorseveral community events. Paserts
included the annual Easter EBgIl on the
Saturday before Eastenitially heldat the DC
WASA, Anacostia Facilities Yard, at 188treet
andMinnesotabut later moved to the Anacostia
Neighborhood Library at 1800 Good Hope Roao”
Children up to agé2 are invited to hunt for eggs,
play games, and have refreshmefitslma Jones
as well asPaticia and Fred Jona®calkedthe :
annual spring parades the Friends of the L|braryq
would have with the support of the FCA. One e -
year, there was a floatdecoraed asa big book. Easter Egg Rolairlawn Citizas Associationinc.
Florence Poweliwho lived at 17th and T
Streetsused to get the Anacostia Chrysler Plymouth car dealership to put their old classic cars in the
parade The vintage cars, ool bandsand the localNational Park Servicstaff led by Rirnice Kearney,
would join in the parade astiavekeddown Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue and up Good Hope Road to
the library Afterwards punch and hot dogsould be servetb all the parade participants.

Overnight trips to Atlantic City and cruises he&heenalso beemused as social activats and
fundraisersThe annual Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony is held on the first Saturday in December
Fairlawn Park at Minnega Avenue and Good Hope Rodd.the ceremonyresidentsexchangéioliday
greetingssing carolsand enjoy holiday treats, inding hot apple cider and souphe December FCA
meeting is devoted to a potlubkliday dinner where residents share their culinary delightls thieir
neighbors and friend#n 1998, the FCA held its first AnaliHarvest Ball, adinner and darecto raise
money forthe FCA Scholarship FundAnd, in recent years, in cooperation with the Metropolitan Police

Department 6s Sixth District Police Service Arflea

gathering aFairlawn Park a the first Tuesday of Augudtlational Night Out is designed to heighten
crime and drug prevention awareness] togenerate support for and participetiin local anticrime
programs

Optimistic About the Future

AOpt i mi sm iteastD.G. neighbarhood 8fdéairlawiso ran the title of a special
article by Amanda Abrams in thashington Pogteal estate section on October 23, 2010. Despite som
feelings that there are forces at work that are beyond their control, Fairlawmtgsiteoptimistic for a
vibrant future. There is really nowhere to go but up. The recent and planned new developments in a
around Fairlawrall portend a vibrant future for its residents. These incthdeAnacostia Economic
Development Corporation Buildg which houses the DC Office of Housing and Community
Developmentanda branch of the Industrial Bank of Washington; the new Anacostia Neighborhood
Library; the Yes! Market; the modernization of Anacostia Senior High School; the rebuilding of the 1
Street Bridges to separate the interstate and
bringing increasg access to Anacostia Park; the Department of HanteSecurity moving to the St.

Eli zabet hédés west c¢ a mmilasd residemtél develdpreent@at SkyfaBdetidesen e
developments doné6t | ust hecapupeeofesidanistwborteke owrmersHipliny .
the futureer esi dent s who articul ate what they wvaadnt
staying the course to see things through.
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For this project, in addition to library and private collection research, we interviewed 14 jpeople

11 sessions. The interviewee wélack andwhite, including three couplepast and current residents,

peope who could recall life in Fairlawn going back to the 1940s, as wglleple who moved into

Fairlawn during the 1960s and 70s. They all, pretty much, spoke of a close knit community, where th
knew their neighbors, often because of their childrensahdol or church activities. But there were also
concerns about unsupervised young peopl e almate @i n
the appearance tlieir yards, and disrespectful youth loitering on the sidew@lisrall, however people

were in a word, optimistic.

There was a lot more information, subjective and anecdotal, collected for this [fevjewire
than could be used. Howevéhjs information was helpful in guiding some of the research and in steerifi
the direction othe project. The Project Directdgraylin Presburywvelcomesall questionscomments
andsuggestionpleaseemait info@fairlawndc.org For more informatiomboutthe Fairlawn Citizens
Association, please vistvww.fairlawndc.org
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